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Staff Member Highlight 

This week’s Comet staff member highlighted is Natalie Torres, 
who is a secondary English Language Arts Teacher. Some specific 
highlights about her include the following:

•Natalie entered the field of teaching after being inspired into this 
career from her mother, (who is also an English teacher), and knew 
from a very young age that she wanted to become a teacher. 

•Natalie finds her daily interactions with students is the most 
fulfilling part of teaching, as she enjoys seeing students connect 
the content to their own lives. 

•Natalie lives in Dubuque with her husband, as they moved to a 
location that is approximately half-way between her family in 
Ames and his family in Chicago. Natalie also has a brother-in-law 
from Spain.

Student Learning 

6th-Grade Students Traveling to Mars; 1st Grade Students making 
Valentine’s Day Cards for Mill Valley Residents.
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NO School and Early Dismissal Dates 

• February 12-15 - No School

• April 2-6 - No School (Spring Break)

Last Day of School for the 2020-2021 
School Year 

At this time, the last day of school for students 
is scheduled for Friday, May 28. This could 
change based on future days with no school. 
The Iowa Department of Education and the 
State of Iowa requires students to attend 
school for 1080 hours annually. The Bellevue 
CSD was originally scheduled for 1146 hours, 
based on the traditional amount of 180 school 
days in our district, with each full-day being 
utilized for 6.5 hours of instruction/day. 

At this point, we have had one day with an 
early dismissal (January 25), one day with a late 
start (February 9), along with three days of no 
school:

• January 26

• February 4

• February 5

As a result, our total amount of hours has 
decreased to 1122.5 hours, but still 42.5 hours 
over the limit at this time. 

As I mentioned, there may be some changes to 
the school schedule, but at this time the 
district still plans to end the school year on 
Friday, May 28.

Winter Weather Alerts  

If weather conditions dictate an unplanned 
late-start, early-dismissal, or a day with no 
school this will be e-mailed to parents, placed 
on social media (Facebook and Twitter), along 
with on media outlets KCRG, KWWL, 
KWQC. Additionally, it will be on the 
Maquoketa radio station and Dubuque radio 
stations. On days with no-school this decision 
is typically made before 6:00 AM (6:15 at the 
latest).
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