
Mr. Cook’s 8th Grade Science
Classroom Rules and hints:

Come to class prepared.
Arrive on time

Bring all the supplies required ( no locker trips)

Be respectful.
Treat others with compassion, in a manner you would like to be

treated

Cell phones are off or silenced and in
assigned Cell pouch.

Phones that are not silenced may be answered by myself, and

interesting conversations may ensue!

Clean up after yourself.
Others should not have to share your mess.

Follow all lab safety rules.
Respect all lab equipment.
Report any broken lab equipment.
No open toed attire on lab days.



Planning period: 8th block

E-mail: mattcook@bellevue.k12.ia.us

Welcome Back!! I hope you had a great summer and are ready to get back to school and
have a great time learning new things and seeing old friends. The following are some
suggestions to increase the likelihood of your success in my class this year. Follow these
suggestions and I can guarantee you’ll have a fun
and exciting year while learning at the same time.

Class Rules:

1. Be on time and prepared.
2. Listen while others are talking.
3. Respect other students, teachers and

property.
4. Provide effort.
5. Have a sense of humor, if only a sense.

Grade Breakdown:

Your grade consists of a simple 30% / 70%
breakdown. The 30% is made up of homework or
assignments outside of class time, the 70% is
broken into two groups projects/labs and
tests/quizzes. This section will comprised of 30%
project/labs and 40% tests/quizzes. The reason
for this breakup is anything that falls into the 70%
range can be redone or retaken once for a higher
score

Grading scale and Finals:

100%-98%A+

97%-93% A

92%-90% A-

89%-87% B+

86%-83% B

82%-80% B-

79%-77% C+

76%-73% C

72%-70% C-

69%-67% D+

66%-63% D

62%-60% D-

59%-below F
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Late Policy:

All work needs to be handed in on time! Classwork, homework, and labs will be accepted
late, up until two weeks before the end of quarter, after that it will not be accepted. In order
to hand in a late assignment the student must serve 30 min in 9th block per assignment.
Extenuating circumstances will be taken into account.

Redo’s:

A “Redo” is a second chance for you to show your knowledge and understanding of a
particular concept. Each student is allowed one “Redo” per Test/ Summative/ Assessment
per quarter. However, you must meet the following criteria in order to retake a Test/
Summative/ Assessment.

Criteria for “Redo”

1. NO missing assignments
2. Proof of remastery
3. Redo MUST be taken within one week of the test/quiz.
4. Can only be retaken once
5. The better grade of the two tests/quiz will be accepted and recorded.

Course Description:

8th Grade science consists mainly of Earth Science. The Earth Science topics we cover
include: Earth’s surface, Rocks and Minerals, Weathering and Erosion, Plate Tectonics,
Earthquakes, Volcanoes, Weather, Climate, and Human impact upon the environment.

Course Requirements:

1. Laptop
2. Writing utensil
3. Folder or 3 ring binder
4. A good attitude
5. Textbook

(https://www.ck12.org/book/CK-12-Earth-Science-For-Middle-School/r61/ )

Course Assignments:

Students will be exposed to various methods of learning: lectures, discussions, cooperative
learning, videos, PowerPoint presentations, lab experiments, lab work, group projects, and
many hands-on opportunities will be provided.

Most of the work assigned can be completed in class. If it is not completed then it will be
homework. When an assignment is due, it is due. In-class assignments/homework will
account for about 30% of the student’s grade. Labs and projects will account for another
30%. Tests and Quizzes will account for the other 40%. In the days before a chapter test,
we will complete a study guide or some type of review together in class. The majority of test
questions stem from that study guide and class notes.

https://www.ck12.org/book/CK-12-Earth-Science-For-Middle-School/r61/


These are some basic things that you can do to increase your chances for success in our
classroom this year. If you have any questions please ask or leave me an email at
mattcook@bellevue.k12.ia.us . I’m looking forward to a great school year!
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